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hand, them that understand it otherwise I ought
not to understand to be Christians. Nor should I
be supposed to put any neglect or dishonour upon
the government of Providence in the world, or to
suggest that I did not think myself subjected to it,
because I omitted the words in my appointment.

In like manner, when a man comes to me for
money, I put him off; that, in the first place, sup-
poses I have not the money by me, or cannot spare
it to pay him at that time ; if it was otherwise, it
may be supposed I would pay him just then. He is
then perhaps impatient, and asks me when I will
pay him, and I tell him at such a time; this na-
turally supposes, that by that time I expect to be
supplied, so as to be able to pay. I have current
bills, or promises of money, to be paid me ; or I
expect the ordinary takings in my shop or ware-
house will supply me to make good my promise.
Thus my promise is honest in its foundation, be-
cause I have reason to expect money to come in,
to make me in a condition to perform it; but so it
falls out, contrary to my expectations, and contrary
to the reason of things, I am disappointed and
cannot do it; I am then a trespasser upon my cre-
ditor, whom I ought to have paid, and I am under
affliction enough on that accouut; and I suffer in
my reputation for it also ; but I cannot be said to
be a liar, an immoral man, a man that have no re-
gard to my promise, or the like. For at the same
time I have perhaps used my utmost endeavour to
do it, but am prevented by several men breaking
promise with me, and. I am no way able to help
myself.

It is objected to this, that then I should not make
my promises absolute, but conditional. To this I
say, that the promises, as is above observed, are
really not absolute, but conditional, in the very na-